
Minutes 15.05.23 Page 1 of 4 

 

MINUTES OF THE OTHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 15 MAY 2023 AT 7.45 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Present: Cllrs Kevin Hipkins; Val Moon; Mick Read; Clint Hickmott; Teresa Irving – Clerk; Cllr 
Gary Cooke (KCC); 1 Member of the Public. 

 
 
1  APOLOGIES: Cllr Jenny Hollingsworth – Holiday. 

The apologies and reasons for absence were noted and accepted. 
 

2  NOTIFICATION OF WHETHER ANYONE WISHES TO FILM, PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD ANY 
ITEMS – The meeting was recorded for the purpose of minuting. 

   
3 CO- OPTION OF COUNCILLORS:  Not applicable. 
  
4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  None declared. 
 
5    CRIME REPORT & POLICING UPDATE: Crimes reported on e-watch.co. 

 
White Horse Lane on Thursday 30th March around 22.00.  Somebody stole a recently 
delivered parcel from a doorstep. 
 
Church Road between 18.00 on Wednesday 29th March and 06.30 on Thursday 30th March.  
Somebody stole materials from a construction site. 
 
White Horse Lane on Thursday 16th March and 13.30 on Friday 17th March.  Somebody broke 
into a cricket ground and tried to break into a shipping container. 
 
Church Road between 17.00 on Monday 13th March and 07.01 on Tuesday 14th March.  
Somebody broke into a residential property and stole a boiler. 
 

6 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 
A footpath proposal which would run from the south bank of the River Len from the 
Downswood boundary through to Otham Lane was discussed.   (The proposal was emailed 
by the resident in advance of the meeting). 
 
It was agreed that the resident will approach the landowner and keep the PC informed of 
developments.  Further discussion will then take place by the PC -see also Item 13. 
 

7 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 MARCH 2023:   
  The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings & were duly signed 

by Councillor Hipkins. 
 

8 RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT:   Not available. 
 
9  RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  KCC was devoid of any money at the end of the 

financial year.   
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 Different methods will be used to fix potholes.  It is hoped that improvements will be seen in 

the roads soon as money has been received from central government. Local businesses will 
be encouraged to bid for the work. 

 
 Cllr Cooke will be supporting 2 charities this year: Imago’s Kent Young Carers and Crossroads 

Care Kent. 
 
 Consultations are currently available on the KCC’s website. 
 

10 VILLAGE GREEN: 

• Car Park/Signage Update. Signage to comprise of: one on the corner of the village green 
(by Stoneacre Lane), one either side of the farm track and one to be attached to the side 
of the barn.  Cllr Hipkins is awaiting confirmation to proceed. 
The PROW map board is just waiting for a new insert for the rear of the board. 
Despite several requests, KCC has not responded regarding a map for the new board. 

• Annual Inspection Quotation.  It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to 
request that benches are included as part of the annual report.  The additional cost for 
this will be £17.50 (total cost £167.50).    

• Trees Update:  The remedial work was undertaken on 25 & 26 April as detailed in the 
report. 

 
11 FINANCE 
11.1 Approve Statement of Account: 
 SLCC  Annual Membership (1/3 contribution)      74.00 
 KALC   Training – Cllr Hollingsworth        60.00 
 Staffing Costs    Payroll/Expenses – March               1,111.52 
 Waller Associates Re Village Hall Grant                 4,800.00 
 Staffing Costs  Payroll/Expenses – April                  810.06 
 The Living Forest Remedial Work as per Tree Report              1,681.20 

 
Receipts: 

 MBC   Precept 2023/24             27,075.00 
  MBC      CIL (Bramley/Land West Church Road)          32,694.02 
  NatWest  Interest – Business Reserve Acct                   69.21 
 

Balance of Current Account:  £88,917.87   credit, after all cheques sent/rec’d 
Balance of Business Reserve Account:  £197,945.20 
Total Funds:  £286,863.07 
 
Approval of the above was proposed by Cllr Hipkins, seconded by Cllr Hipkins and 
unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED 

11.2     Internal Audit 2022/23:  This was carried out on 24 April with no issues raised. The report 
was signed off by Mr Subert and will be forwarded to Mazars LLP accordingly.   

11.3     Approve OPC Accounts YE 31 March 2023:  Following due consideration, approval was 
proposed by Cllr Hickmott, seconded Cllr Hipkins and unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED 

11.4 Consider the Annual Governance Statement:  The statement was duly considered. 
11.5 Approve the Annual Governance Statement:  Members RESOLVED to approve affirmative 

responses to questions 1 to 8 inclusive (Q9 being not applicable). 



Minutes 15.05.23 Page 3 of 4 

 

11.6 Consider the Annual Accounting Statement:  The statement was duly considered. 
11.7 Approve the Annual Accounting Statement:  Members RESOLVED to approve the 

Accounting Statement as prepared and circulated by the RFO/Clerk. 
11.8 Membership Subscriptions: KALC – Renewal at a cost of £429.50 (ex VAT) was proposed, 

seconded and unanimously agreed RESOLVED. 
 CPRE – Renewal at a cost of £45 was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed 

RESOLVED. 
11.9 Donation Request:  St Nicholas Church, Churchyard Maintenance.  Despite the request 

being submitted after the deadline for donations, it was agreed to consider the request.  A 
sum of £200 was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed RESOLVED. 

11.10 Review of Investment Account re CIL monies:  Information was sourced and shared 
regarding CAF (Kings Hill bank).  To be reviewed at July’s meeting. 

11.11 Annual Insurance Renewal:  Year 2 of 3-year long term agreement.  The cost of £556.21 
was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed RESOLVED 

11.12   Other Matters to Report:  No other matters to report. 
 

12 CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS: RECEIVED/GRANTED: 
  
 23/501501 TPO 
 Bicknor Wood, Sutton Road. 
 Application to carry out a crown reduction of One Common Oak by 6 metres 
 on the northern sub stem and 4 metres, leaving the tree 15m in height and a radial spread of 

6m with a total crown diameter of 12m. Also, on the remainder of the tree cutting back to 
appropriate branch axils, leaving the remainder of the tree with a balanced shape. 

 
 Granted 
 Re. 23/500564/FULL(Revised scheme to 21/504508/FULL). 

1 Wardes Bungalows, Otham Street 
 

 23/500544/FULL – The Stables, Green Hill 
 Erection of a single storey rear extension with pitched roof 
 The suggestion by OPC in respect of deliveries was included in the conditions.  

 
Refused 

 Land West of Church Road Otham Kent ME15 8SB                                                                                    
 Walls to be removed. 
 
 22/501471 The Stables, Green Hill 
 
 Additional comments: 

Traffic Calming.   KCC has provided a banner to assist with traffic calming.  Bellway Homes 
has been approached to ask if they will display the banner on land at Parsonage Place, Church 
Road.  In addition, stickers with the 30-mph logo have also been provided for use on 
residents’ bins.   

 
13 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY:   
 The Glebe:  Resident to be advised that whilst Members support the request for a PROW 

through The Glebe, they do not have the expertise or time to lead the project.  
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 The River Len Proposal:  Following further discussion, Members formally agreed that they 
support the principle of the footpath.   

 
14 CIL PROJECTS:  Including Defibrillator/PROW Map Update:    
 Defibrillator:  It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to initially purchase 1 x 

Zoll AED Fully Automatic defibrillator and cabinet from the Defib Warehouse at a cost of 
£1,295.00 and £435.00 respectively for use on an outside wall at the Village Hall.  
RESOLVED 

  
 A second location for a defibrillator in White Horse Lane is still under consideration. 
 
15 OTHAM FETE:  Saturday, 17 June 2023:  All available to attend. 
 
16  CORONATION TREE UPDATE:  It was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed to 

request Steven Waring to purchase and plant a 14-16cm girth Oak tree on the Village Green 
in October.  A total price of £477.50 (to include planting, 2 stakes, crossbar, ties and 
irrigation pipe).  Plaque to be arranged separately.   
 

17 RECEIVE REPORT OF MEETINGS AND SEMINARS ATTENDED: 

• Cllr Hickmott – Planning training 
 
18 URGENT MATTERS:  None raised. 

 
19 CLERK’S REPORT:  No additional items to report.  
 
20 RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE:  Various correspondence circulated by email for 

consideration. 
  

• The request regarding ‘No Mow May’ was noted. 
 

21 ADDITIONAL MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

•    Clerk to request clarification regarding the impact to the PC in respect of the 
forthcoming Ward Boundary changes. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7.45 pm on Monday, 10 July 2023 in the Village Hall. 
Please contact the Clerk if you have items that you wish to be considered for the agenda. 


