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INUTES OF THE OTHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 13 MARCH 2023 AT 7.45 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
Present: Cllrs Kevin Hipkins; Jenny Hollingsworth; Mick Read; Gordon Newton; Teresa Irving 
– Clerk; 6 Members of the Public. 

 
 
1  APOLOGIES: Cllr Clint Hickmott – Holiday, Cllr Val Moon – family commitment. 

The apologies and reasons for absence were noted and accepted. 
 

2  NOTIFICATION OF WHETHER ANYONE WISHES TO FILM, PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD ANY 
ITEMS – The meeting was recorded for the purpose of minuting. 

   
3 CO- OPTION OF COUNCILLORS:  Not applicable. 
  
4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS:  None declared. 
 
5    CRIME REPORT & POLICING UPDATE: Crimes reported on e-watch.co. 

 
Sutton Road between 09.00 on Tuesday 31 Jan and 15.00 on Sat 4 Feb.  Somebody stole a 
towable jet wash and water tank from a building site. 
 
Green Hill between 21.00 on Sat 4 Feb and 04.00 on Sun 5 Feb. Somebody stole a multi axle 
trailer from a compound after breaking through several locked gates. 
 
Green Hill on Weds 15 Feb around 14.15.  Three young men entered fields and stole some 
head collars and horse leads. 
 
Church Road between 17.00 on Thurs 23 Feb and 06.00 on Fri 24 Feb.  Somebody stole 
copper pipe from a building site. 
 

6 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 
A hedge cutting request was raised in respect of the field opposite the Village Hall.  
Agent to Kirkwood Trust to be contacted.            ACTION:  Clerk 
 

7 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 9 JANUARY 2023:   
  The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings & were duly signed 

by Councillor Hipkins. 
 

8 RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT:   No new items to report. 
 
9  RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Not available. 
 

10 VILLAGE GREEN: 

• Grass Cutting Quotation:  Following due consideration, it was proposed, seconded and 
unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from Steven Waring RESOLVED  
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• Car Park/Location of Signage Update:  Mr Boyd-Howell confirmed to Cllr Hipkins that he 
is agreeable for the care parking proposal to go ahead.  Cllr Hipkins to check that 2 x 
directional signs at either aspect of the entrance to Mdme Taylors can be installed; on 
the fence and a small sign on the left, perhaps on a post?                   ACTION:  Cllr Hipkins 

         

• Play Equipment Inspection Training/Consider Inspection Quotations.  
Cllr Hipkins and the Clerk attended the ‘Routine Training Presentation’ training and will 
check the equipment monthly.                ACTION:  Cllr Hipkins/Clerk 
 
It was proposed, seconded and RESOLVED to accept the quotation from The Play 
Inspection Company @ £150 per year for 1 x annual inspection.                 ACTION:  Clerk 

          

• Trees Update:  Maintenance to be carried out on 27 & 28 April. 
 

11 FINANCE 
11.1 Approve Statement of Account: 
 Cheques Issued 

Paul Waring Village Green Maintenance for 2022 1231.50 

The Living Forest Report - Trees on Village Green 510.00 

E. Farleigh PC Playground Inspection Training 126.92 

Staffing Costs Payroll/Expenses - January            791.42  

BWRCG Invoices:  Haboke £2220.48 +  

 Mid Kent Fencing £3889.20         6,109.68  

Staffing Costs February           833.60 

NatWest Safe Custody             25.00 

  
 Receipts - Nil 

       
Balance of Current Account:  £230,627.94   credit, after all cheques sent/rec’d 
Balance of Business Reserve Account:  £4,933.68 
Total Funds:  £235,561.62 
 
Approval of the above was proposed by Cllr Hipkins, seconded by Cllr Newton and 
unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED 

11.2     Consider Update in respect of Village Hall Grant:  The VH was congratulated in obtaining a 
grant for £9,000 from KCC for agreed works.   
To allow all the works to be carried out at the hall, it was proposed, seconded and 
unanimously agreed to continue with the additional grant  request (as agreed at the 
meeting of 09.01.23)  at the slightly reduced sum of £3,106.90.  (Total funding £20,3106.90) 

11.3     Review of Investment Account re CIL monies:  Information was sourced & shared re 
building society business saving accounts.  Alternative suggestions were discussed,  
including one from Cllr Hipkins re bank at Kings Hill (Cllr Hipkins to provide info).  In the 
meantime, it was RESOLVED that CIL monies will be transferred from the Current Account 
to the Business Reserve.               ACTION:  Cllr Hipkins/Clerk
                                   

11.5     Review of Financial Regulations:  It was RESOLVED to update as follows: 
 Clause 11 h) 

‘When it is to enter into a contract of more than £10,000* in value for the supply of goods or 
materials or for the execution of works or specialist services other than such goods, materials, works 
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or specialist services as are excepted as set out in paragraph (a) the Clerk or RFO shall obtain 3 
quotations (priced descriptions of the proposed supply); where the value is below £10,000** and 
above £1,000 the Clerk or RFO shall strive to obtain 3 estimates. Otherwise, Regulation 10.3 above 
shall apply.’ 

  *Previously ‘£25,000’ 
 ** Previously ‘….£3,000 and above £500…’ 
11.6  Review of Asset Register.  RESOLVED that no amendments are necessary. 
11.7 Consider SLCC Membership Contribution:  It was proposed, seconded & unanimously 

agreed to contribute 1/3rd of membership (£76) RESOLVED. 
11.7 Other Matters to Report:  None. 
 
12 CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS: RECEIVED/GRANTED: 

 Re. 23/500564/FULL(Revised scheme to 21/504508/FULL). 
1 Wardes Bungalows, Otham Street 
Proposal: Demolition of existing dwelling and replacement with new dwelling and 
associated landscaping 

  
 23/500544/FULL – The Stables, Green Hill 
 Erection of a single storey rear extension with pitched roof 
 No objection, but a condition was suggested re deliveries to minimise disruption during busy 

periods. 
 
Temporary TPO  
The Glebe, Church Road. 
 

 Applications Pending: 
 Land West of Church Road Otham Kent ME15 8SB                                                                                    
  
 Applications Granted: 
 22/504326/LBC – Synyards, Otham Street. 
 
 Additional comments. 
 Concerns were discussed regarding the noise from pile driving at Parsonage Place.   
 
13 CIVILITY & RESPECT: Confirm Agreement & Sign Pledge.  The Certificate was duly signed by 

Councillor Hipkins. 
   
14 CIL PROJECTS:  Including Defibrillator/PROW Map Update:    
 Defibrillator:  Quotations x 3 were previously provided to all councillors for consideration 

(British Heart Foundation, London Hearts and First Rescue).   
 Clerk to ask BFC if they would be receptive to housing an external defibrillator/cabinet in a 

location which would allow access to the general public.         ACTION:  Clerk 
 
 The cost of running a heated cabinet has been quoted as no more than £15 to £20 per 

annum. 
 Further discussion required at 15 May meeting. 
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 Parish PROW Map.  It was agreed that the board will be located under the Stoneacre sign 
on the Village Green, facing south.  If not too late, can the board be double fronted to 
house Heritage Walk(s)/state ‘Otham Parish Council’ on the reverse? 

 
15 ITEMS REMOVED FROM SAFE CUSTODY:  Deeds for the Village Green/Memorial were 

removed and will be stored by the Clerk for safe keeping. 
 
16  OTHAM FETE:  Saturday, 17 June 2023:  It was agreed that OPC will share a stall with 

BWRCG, as last year. 
 
18 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS:  Paragraph 18 a.v. 
 The existing paragraph: ‘whenever possible, three quotations should be sought for orders 

with an estimated value above £1,000’ to be amended to: ‘when a contract in excess of 
£10,000 is to be negotiated, formal tender action should be taken in accordance with the 
Council’s Financial Regulations and whenever possible, three quotations should be sought 
for orders with an estimated value above £1,000’.   

  
 Paragraph 18c.  Value to be recorded as £25,000, not £1,000. 

 
17 CIVILITY & RESPECT PLEDGE:   As previously resolved, the certificate was signed and dated 

by the Chairman.  
 
18 CORONATION OF KING CHARLES III:  It was proposed that an established Oak Tree and 

plaque will be purchased for the Village Green to mark the occasion.  
 Clerk to ask VG contractor for advice re purchase/location. 
 
19 RECEIVE REPORT OF MEETINGS AND SEMINARS ATTENDED:    

• Cllr Hipkins/Clerk – Bellway Homes meeting 18.01.23 (notes previously circulated) 

• Cllr Hipkins/Clerk – Play Inspection Training 14.02.23 

• Clerk – SLCC Online Elections Seminar 
 

20 RISK ASSESSMENT:  The Clerk is currently compiling a RA and will circulate for consideration 
in due course.              ACTION:  Clerk 

 
21 URGENT MATTERS: None raised. 
 
22 CLERK’S REPORT:  No additional items to report. 
 
 

23 RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE:  Various correspondence circulated by email for 
consideration. 

 
24 ADDITIONAL MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

•    National Trust to be notified that the wooden bridge requires attention as the slats are    
   prominent and at risk of breaking.                       ACTION:  Clerk 

•    Bollard on the green needs replacing as it is rotten.  It will be beneficial if the  
   replacement is on a metal spike.           ACTION:  Clerk 

•    Heritage Walk leaflets.  To be shared with BWRCG and St Nicholas Church. 
                ACTION:  Cllr Hipkins 
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There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 
 

The next meeting will be held at 7.45 pm on Monday, 15 May 2023 in the Village Hall. 
Please contact the Clerk if you have items that you wish to be considered for the agenda. 


