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MINUTES OF THE OTHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 10 JANUARY 2022 AT 7.45 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
Present: Cllrs Rachel Gray (Vice Chairman); Val Moon; Clint Hickmott; Heather Drake; Kinga 
Stallwood; Mark Ramsey; Teresa Irving – Clerk; 2 Members of the Public. 
 
 
The meeting was chaired by Cllr Rachel Gray. 
 
1        APOLOGIES: Cllrs Kevin Hipkins – Health related; Cllr Gordon Newton – conflicting 

meeting. 
The apologies were noted and accepted. 

 
2  NOTIFICATION OF WHETHER ANYONE WISHES TO FILM, PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD 

ANY ITEMS – None received. 
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllr Gray re Item 11. 
 
4         COUNCILLOR VACANCIES/CO-OPTION:  A member of the public expressed an interest 

in the vacancy.  Clerk to forward The Good Councillor Guide to assist with a decision.  
Resident to be requested to submit a few details about themselves. 
 

5 CRIME REPORT & POLICING UPDATE: Report obtained from e-watch.co. 
 

    Between 00.01 on Saturday 6 November and 23.59 on Sunday 7 November in 
Webbs Close.  Trees were set fire to in woodland. 
 
It was noted that the fire was caused by youths and, fortunately, no real damage 
was caused.  
 

The meeting was informed that armed police had attended an incident in White Horse 
Lane following an argument between neighbours.   

 
6 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  The provision of 

fibre optic broadband throughout the village was discussed – see Item 15 below. 
 

7         APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 NOVEMBER 2021:  The minutes 
were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings & were duly signed by 
Councillor Gray. 

 
8 RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT:  Not available. 

 
9 RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Not available. 
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10    FINANCE.  

  10.1 Approve Statement of Account:   
 

   Cheques issued: 

 
KCC Re Kent 
Pension Fund 

Employer/Employee Payments 
(Nov) 150.58 

T. Irving Clerk's Salary/Expenses (Nov) 406.06 

HMRC PAYE 187.80 

T. Irving Clerk's Salary/Expenses (Dec) 412.23 
KCC Re Kent 
Pension 

Employer/Employee Payments 
(Dec) 150.58 

Spectulise Website 100.00 
 

  
 

  
 

    Cheques received:    
  NatWest    Interest                                0.12 
  MBC                                             CIL Payment                                                 51,172.75 
   MBC     Parish Services Scheme                                    741.50 
  

Balance of Current Account:  £132,499.55 credit, after all cheques sent/rec’d 
Balance of Business Reserve Account:  £4,922.94 
Total Funds:  £137,422.49 

 
Approval of the above was proposed by Cllr Gray, seconded by Cllr Drake and unanimously 
agreed.  RESOLVED 

 
10.2  Banking Provider Update:  To be available for March meeting 
 
10.3 Budget Proposals 2022/23 & Set Precept:  The Finance Committee’s recommendation for 

the 2022/23 Precept to be set at £21,809.83 was considered and subsequently proposed by 
Cllr Gray, seconded by Cllr Hickmott & unanimously agreed. RESOLVED.  The uplift of 
£5,177.49 will mean no change in the parish element of the council tax for each resident. 
 
Clerk to complete the Precept Request form & forwarded to Cllr Hipkins for signing.    

 
10.4   Grant Request:  Village Hall.   Cllr Gray attended the Village Hall Committee meeting and 

advised that quotes are being sought for renovating the toilets, improving heating and the 
installation of secondary double glazing.  

 VH Committee to be requested to get back in touch with the PC once the estimates are 
obtained and there is an idea of what’s required. (See also Item 18)  

 
10.5 Other Matters to Report:  Further to discussions at the Finance meeting, it was agreed to 

review the Clerk’s hours at the next Parish Council meeting of 14 March. 
 

11 CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS: RECEIVED/GRANTED: 
 Applications Received: 
 21/506715/LBC The Old Rectory, Church Road. 
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Listed building consent for repairs and upgrade of roof, windows and external doors of 
attached store, conversion of store into habitable space, with internal alterations including 
creation of internal doorway. 
An interest was declared by Cllr Gray (See Item 3) 

Comments required by 11 Jan. 
 

 21/503538 SUB – Land West of Church Road 
Submission of Details to Discharge Conditions 9 (Ramp to Public Right of Way    
  KM86), 11 (Pedestrian/Cycle Route Details), 35 (Pedestrian/Cycle Link to    
  South), and 38 (Upgrade Works to PROW KM86), subject to the Appeal Decision 
  of Application 19/506182/FULL 
A further amendment was submitted on 7 December 2021 which has a large curve, 
rather than a hairpin bend.  This design is considered more suitable. 
 
  Permission Granted 

 21/505388 – 5 Broadclough Way 

 21/50385/ADV – Land West of Church Rd.    

 21/504081 – Yeolands, White Horse Lane 

 21/504508 – 1 Wardes Bungalows, Otham Street. 

 21/502775/FULL – Land South West of Caring Road, Leeds. 
 
 Bearsted PC shared their views with Members in respect of MBC’s Local Plan Review 
Reg 19 Consultation. 

 
12 VILLAGE GREEN 

 Car Park Consultation.  21 Responses have been received to date.   
It was agreed to review the proposal at 14 March meeting.  A minimum of 6 
Councillors are required to be present at the meeting to enable a decision to be 
made.  All grounds for and against the proposal will be considered. 

 Tree Report – The Clerk understands that Cllr Newton has also been unable to 
make contact with the officer and he is making further enquiries.        
ACTION:  Cllr Newton 

 
13    UPDATE Re. COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID/ASSET(S) OF COMMUNITY VALUE:   With 

assistance from residents, the requested additional information was provided to 
MBC.   MBC has advised that a decision regarding nomination will be made by 14 
January. 

 
14 FLOODING – WHITE HORSE LANE & MOTE PARK:  Whilst the flooding has not been 

quite so bad in WHL recently, the Clerk was requested to chase KHS again for an 
update. 

 
  It was agreed that MBC should be approached to request that some of the CIL money 

from Parsonage Place is used to upgrade the footpath that leads into Mote Park from 
Willington Street/Deringwood Drive which suffers from severe flooding.  This route 
will be the cycle and pedestrian route from Parsonage Place to the secondary schools 
but is impassable because of floods for much of the winter.                    ACTION:  Clerk 
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15 PARISH VEGETATION/HEDGE CUTTING:  It has been confirmed that the hedge in White 
Horse Lane will be cut very soon.  It is considered that future maintenance will be 
ongoing. 

 
16 FIBRE BROADBAND UPDATE:  Following the Clerk’s letter to BT Openreach, the 

response received is as follows: 
- Properties on postcodes ME15 8RL, ME15 8RN and ME15 8RR have been 

successfully upgrade to Superfast/FTTC Speeds and this can give the properties 
speeds of up to 80 Mbps. Some properties may not receive the full 80 Mbps speeds 
and this is down to distance, but each property will have their own speed estimates 
given to them by their chosen Service Provider. This Superfast/FTTC Roll out was 
done under the Superfast Extension programme Kent 18a. 
It is important to factor that this rollout was a Funded roll out and Openreach were 
the chosen delivery partner, we don’t get the say in who we deliver to ultimately the 
decision is made by the Government. Checking with the local project manager who 
oversaw the roll out for the Superfast Extension programme Kent 18a, they have 
advised that at present we have no plans commercially to upgrade these 
postcodes to Fibre to the Premises (FTTP). 

 
- Some properties on Honey lane and properties in Otham Hole are able to access our 

Ultrafast/FTTP technology and this was rolling out under the Building Digital UK 
Phase 3 programme, this can give them access to speed of up to 1000 Mbps.  
Again, it is important to factor like postcodes ME15 8RL, ME15 8RN and ME15 8RR 
that this was a Funded roll out. I’ve had a conversation with the Project Manager 
and the properties on Simmonds Lane and White Horse Lane that do not have 
access to FTTP like some of the residents on Honey Lane were not included within 
Kent County Councils Roll out, as this was a funded Roll out by Kent County 
Council, we are only compelled to deliver to the properties that Kent County 
Council have directed us to. 

 
- Properties going up church road on postcodes ME15 8SH and ME15 8SB do not have 

access to either FTTC Speeds or FTTP Speeds and at present have not been included 
in any funded roll outs. Speaking with the Project Manager for the area, they have 
advised that these postcodes were not included within any commercial or funded 
roll outs and we have no plans to upgrade them in the future. 

 
It was agreed that fibre broadband will be raised at the quarterly meeting with Bellway 
Homes and the Clerk was requested to write to KCC.                ACTION: Cllr Gray/Clerk 
 

17 COMMUNITY FACILITIES STUDY UPDATE:  The study to determine whether Otham needs 
a facility/Village Hall is nearly complete.  It was suggested by the company carrying out 
the study that they may support The White Horse suggestion. 

 
18 RECEIVE REPORT OF MEETINGS AND SEMINARS ATTENDED:   

 Cllrs Gray & Newton and Mr Hatcher (CAARA) attended the Thurnham Parish Council 
meeting of 13 December to receive the Heritage Award (in recognition of the 
enormous local effort to save the heritage assets in Otham, principally the grade 1 
listed Church of St. Nicholas and adjacent listed buildings in the Conservation area). 

 Cllrs Gray attended the Village Hall Committee meeting of 17 November.  
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The VH would like the PC to take on a management role i.e. obtain quotes for work that 
needs to be carried out and take responsibility for maintenance quotes, etc. 
Clerk to ask the secretary to attend the next PC meeting of 14 March to explain how 
the suggestion would work?             ACTION:  Clerk 
The existing secretary has agreed to carry on as bookings clerk and treasurer, whilst the 
pre-school owner, Ellen Purvis, will take on the role of secretary. 
 
It was reported that 7 children currently attend the pre-school and it is not making any 
money.  It is felt that a car park would be of benefit and the group would be in favour 
of the idea. 
 

 Cllr Stallwood attended the KALC meeting of 8 November ‘21 but stated that she would 
rather not attend future meetings.  A new KALC representative to be appointed at the 
next AGM. 

 Cllrs Gray/Moon and the Clerk attended the Community Facilities Study meeting of 8 
December when We Made That stated that their report is nearly complete.  
Representatives toured the parish on bikes and confirmed that they would consider 
supporting the suggestion to have The White Horse as a Community Asset/Hub. 

 
19   NOTICE BOARDS:   It was suggested that new parish boards could be installed at Bicknor 

Wood and The Coppice, subject to permission.  Clerk to obtain a quote from Harry 
Stebbings for double fronted boards with a header.   

 
20 RECYCLING PROPOSAL:  Unfortunately, it is not felt that the proposal is workable at this 

point in time but the council will be happy to reconsider for the future.  
 

21 URGENT MATTERS:  Non to report. 
 
22   RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE:  Various correspondence circulated by email. 

 
Clerk to write to Kirkwood Trust and the Diocese to highlight the MBC tree planting 
initiative in case it could be of interest for Church Road (opposite Parsonage Place 
development) or the Glebe? 

 
23   ADDITIONAL MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED AT NEXT MEETING ON 14 MARCH 2022:   Clerk’s 

hours. 
 

Please contact the Clerk if you have items that you wish to be considered for the agenda. 
 
   There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.39 pm. 


