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MINUTES OF THE OTHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 9 MAY 2022 AT 7.45 PM 

IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
 

 
Present: Cllrs Kevin Hipkins; Rachel Gray; Val Moon; Clint Hickmott; Gordon Newton; Mark 
Ramsey; Mick Read; Teresa Irving – Clerk; Hayley Scott/Terry Dine – Bicknor Wood 
Community Group; 12 Members of the Public. 

 
 
1  APOLOGIES: No apologies were received. 
 
2  NOTIFICATION OF WHETHER ANYONE WISHES TO FILM, PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD ANY 

ITEMS – Cllr Newton and the Clerk. 
.  
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None declared. 
 
4 COUNCILLOR VACANCY/CO-OPTION:  Further to the interest previously expressed by Mrs 

Lambourne and following the requested personal information, Councillors unanimously 
agreed to proceed with co-option.  
 
An Acceptance of Office was signed by Councillor Lambourne.  DPI and Co-option Forms to 
follow within the stipulated 28 days. 
 
An interest has been expressed by two further residents, if a vacancy should arise in the 
future. 
 

5 CRIME REPORT & POLICING UPDATE: No crimes reported on e-watch.co. 
 
Cllr Hipkins warned people to be vigilant as he was walking down Holly Farm Road yesterday 
and was nearly knocked over by a motorised scooter.  This was being ridden by someone 
without a helmet. 
 
The bus shelter and adjacent bin at the White Horse Lane/Honey Lane junction has been 
damaged by a car.  This has been reported to the police ref: 207-9897-22-4646-
NE02. Repairs will hopefully be claimed from the driver’s insurance.  Awaiting update from 
the police. 
 

6   ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:   
Questions were addressed regarding the car park proposal for the village green. 

 
 Residents were reminded that a decision was not made at the March meeting and, following 

advice obtained from MBC’s Parks & Open Spaces Officer, it is hoped that a decision can be 
reached this evening.  

 
7 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 MARCH 2022:  The minutes were 

agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings & were duly signed by Councillor Hipkins. 
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8  RECEIVE BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT:    

•  A new constitution is available online.  Cllr Newton will be happy to provide further 
information, on request. 

• Application for variation of condition 30 (to vary the trigger point for the delivery of the 
Willington St/Deringwood Drive improvements) is due to go back to MBC’s planning 
committee on 26 May and will subsequently be heard by the Planning Inspectorate. 

•   The Boundary Commission are currently reviewing electoral boundaries. 
 

9 RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:  Not available. 
 

10        FINANCE: 
FI    10.1    Approve Statement of Account:   

 
   Cheques issued: 

SLCC Membership Contribution (1/3)         62.00  
Otham & Langley PCC Donation       150.00  
Bicknor Wood Group Grant Re. Footpath Restrictor        1,200.00   
Staffing Costs Payroll/Expenses - March       1,193.09   
Paul Waring Village Green - Annual Maintenance       1,103.40   
Staffing Costs Payroll/Expenses - April      654.22   

  
 

     
 Cheques received:    

   MBC                                       Precept                                                              21,809.83 

MBC CIL Payment       722.86          

   
 
Balance of Current Account:  £149,151.31 credit, after all cheques sent/rec’d 
Balance of Business Reserve Account:  £4,923.06 
Total Funds:  £154,074.37 

 
Approval of the above was proposed, seconded unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED 

 
10.2     Approve OPC Accounts YE 31 March 2022: 

 Following consideration of the previously circulated document, it was unanimously agreed 
to approve the accounts.  RESOLVED. 

10.3    Consider the Annual Governance Statement:  The statement was duly considered. 
10.4    Approve the Annual Governance Statement:  Members RESOLVED to approve affirmative 

responses to questions 1 to 8 inclusive (question 9 being not applicable). 
10.5    Consider the Accounting Statement: The statement was duly considered. 
10.6    Approve the Accounting Statement:  Members RESOLVED to approve the Accounting 

Statement as prepared and circulated by the RFO/Clerk. 
10.7    Grant Request:  Bicknor Wood Residents’ Community Group:  Further the request for a 

motorbike inhibitor grant for the woods, it was RESOLVED to donate £1,250 from CIL 
payments.  It was noted, that a previous issue with access for prams has been resolved by 
allowing the service gate to be used. 

10.8    Annual Insurance Renewal:  Year 3 of a 3 year policy is £451.32 RESOLVED. 
10.9    Review Donation Budget:  The Clerk apologised for providing incorrect information at the 

May meeting and stated the donation budget for 2021/22 was, in fact, £500.  In view of this 
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information, it was RESOLVED that the 2022/23 donation budget is increased to match the 
previous £500. 

10.10  Banking Update:  In view of information that has come to light that NatWest is working with 
Parish Councils to improve banking procedures, it was agreed to stay with the bank and 
review in 12 months when the changes are known. 

10.11  Consider Membership Subscriptions:  KALC – Renewal @ £346.16 + VAT was proposed, 
seconded and unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED. 

 CPRE – Renewal @ £36 was proposed, seconded and unanimously agreed.  RESOLVED. 
 ACRK – It was agreed that membership is not required.  

10.12   Other Matters to Report –  CIL spending to be discussed at July’s meeting. 
 

11 CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS: RECEIVED/GRANTED: 
 Applications Received: 
 
 22/501471/FULL PROPOSAL: Land Rear of The Stables Green Hill  
 Erection of 1 no. detached single storey dwellinghouse with associated parking.  
 Comments required prior to 30 May 
 

22/501614/FULL:  Section 73 - Application for Variation of condition 30 (to vary the trigger 
point for the delivery of the Willington Street/Deringwood Drive improvements, to prior to 
occupation of 100 units, rather than prior to commencement above floor slab level) 
pursuant to application 19/506182/FULL (allowed on appeal) for - Residential development 
for 421 dwellings with associated access, infrastructure, drainage, open space and 
landscaping. 

  
 Cllrs Newton & Hickmott will both speak against the variation at the planning meeting of 26 

May.        
 
 It was noted that Bellway Homes has lodged an Appeal with the Planning Inspectorate. 
  
 22/501844/REM Proposal: Section 73 - Application for Minor Material Amendment to 

approved plans condition 1 (changes to layout and design of plots 174, 175, 176 and 177) and 
Variation of condition 4 (extension of time for temporary car park and footpaths by 2 years) 
pursuant to 19/503614/REM for - Approval of Reserved Matters of appearance, landscaping 
layout and scale for the erection of four dwellings (that will be used as a temporary sales 
area) following the approval of outline planning permission ref. 15/509015/OUT Location: 
Land South of Sutton Road Langley Kent 

 Comments required prior to 25 May. 
 
 22/501924/REM Proposal: Approval of Reserved Matters (Appearance, Landscaping, Layout 

and Scale being sought) for the private lane, pursuant to Outline application 15/509015/OUT. 
Location: Land South of Sutton Road Langley Kent 

 Comments required prior to 25 May. 
 
 Awaiting Decision 
 22/500298/SUB – Land West of Church Road. 
 Submission of Details to Discharge Condition 27 – Lighting for streets and houses subject to 

19/506182/FULL 
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Mr Chris Hawkins (DHA) requested a brief session at this evening’s meeting to discuss his 
client’s proposal for Honey Lane.  The request had to be declined as there was insufficient 
time to discuss the proposal.  As the proposal is not currently in the Local Plan and cannot 
be considered until it appears in the new revised Local Plan, it was agreed that a meeting 
could be considered in the future  
 

12 VILLAGE GREEN: 

• Car Park:  Review Consultation & Decide the Way Forward. 
The comments from the MBC officer, as requested by the PC, were read to the meeting.  
Clerk to check if the officer is happy for these to be published on OPC’s website?   

                             ACTION:  Clerk 
 

It was agreed to review the situation again in six months. In the meantime, Clerk to 
approach Kirkwood Trust/the tenant farmer to see if they would consider an area of 
the farmland for parking?            ACTION:  Clerk 

   
 All councillors to read the Neighbourhood Plan and details from the consultation to be  
  shared with new councillors to ensure everyone is informed. 
 

• Tree Report.  Despite Cllr Newton and the Clerk trying to pursue this with the officer, a 
report has not been forthcoming.  Cllr Newton to check the situation with PH, MBC. 
               ACTION:  Cllr Newton 

 
13    UPDATE RE. COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BID/ASSET(S) OF COMMUNITY VALUE:   Confirmation 

has been received from MBC that The White Horse is now registered as a Community Asset.  
 
 Cllr Newton to discuss with Licencing & Planning to determine the current status of The 

White Horse (currently not operating as a public house/used as private dwelling/bed and 
breakfast arrangements re detached dwelling?).                                       ACTION:  Cllr Newton 

  
14      FLOODING – WHITE HORSE LANE & MOTE PARK:   
   Mote Park has been resolved. 

      The ditch in White Horse Lane is still considered to be inadequate as there is no entry point 
and no drainage. 

 
15 PARISH VEGETATION/HEDGE CUTTING:  At the request of Cllr Hipkins, the hedge in White 

Horse Lane has been topped by a friendly farmer who has agreed that it will be done in 
perpetuity.  

 
 Cllr Hipkins to continue to reviewing the cutting back of hedges in the parish. 
                 ACTION:  Cllr Hipkins 

 
16 VILLAGE HALL REQUEST TO CONSIDER MANAGEMENT:  Following the previous meeting, a 

copy of the VH constitution was circulated to all members. 
 
 Numbers at the pre-school has improved with 17 children now attending; 8 of the children 

are from Otham.  The parking problem has been eased as a farmer allows staff who are 
displaying a sticker on their windscreen to park on his land. 
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 It was agreed to defer a decision until the pre-school has been able to find out what help is 
available in the community. 

 
17   BOUNDARY COMMISSION REVIEW:  See Item 7. 
 
18    THE GLEBE:  Discuss footpath/PROW.  Whilst The Glebe has been designated a Green Space 

in the Local Plan, concerns were raised that fencing of the area is being considered.  If the 
area is enclosed, Members agreed that permission for a PROW will be requested from KCC, 
as it is very well used by local residents and has been for many years. 

 
19    RECEIVE REPORT OF MEETINGS AND SEMINARS ATTENDED:   
 Cllr Gray and the Clerk attended the meeting with Bellway Homes on 23 March (notes have 

been circulated and made available on the website).  Another meeting with BH is due to be 
held tomorrow. 

 
20   URGENT MATTERS:  

• It was agreed that the PC will share a gazebo with Bicknor Community Group at the 
village fete on 25 June.  All available Members are requested to help.                        
Heritage Walks to be printed and made available to distribute.   

 
21 RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE:  Various correspondence circulated by email. 

• Downsmail:  It was agreed that there is insufficient news available to warrant a regular, 
paid for section in the paper. 

• Members declined the request to remove the football post and replace it with a rugby 
post.  This is not justified as the current posts are regularly used. 

 
22 AGREE DATE OF NEXT MEETING/ADDITIONAL MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED:   It was agreed 

that the next meeting will be held on Monday, 4 July 2022. 
   
   

  Please contact the Clerk if you have items that you wish to be considered for the agenda. 
 
  There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25 pm. 


