Full Council Minutes of the Otham Parish Council Meeting
The tools that shaped our village held on Monday, 8 September 2025 at 7.45 pm
in the Village Hall

Persons Present: Clirs Kevin Hipkins - Chairman; Clint Hickmott, Val Moon; Alan Chard;
Mick Read; Jenny Hollingsworth; Teresa Irving — Clerk/RFO; Emily Rogers — KCC (part), 2
Members of the Public (part).

1. APOLOGIES: Clir Sally Christodoulou— holiday; Clir Linden Kemkaran.

2 NOTIFICATION OF WHETHER ANYONE WISHES TO FILM, PHOTOGRAPH OR RECORD ANY
ITEMS — None provided.

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATIONS: None declared.

4 ADJOURNMENT FOR QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Olivia and Aron from the
Village Hall pop-up coffee shop attended the meeting to thank the local community for their support.
They confirmed they will continue to monitor the situation and intend to stay open for as long as
possible.

The meeting was reconvened.

5 WELCOME KCC COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER — Emily Rogers.
Emily confirmed that ownership of the land for the Gateway proposal is being checked, with
news expected tomorrow.

The ongoing problem with flooding/blocked drains in Otham Street/Honey Lane is still under
investigation. Emily to progress.

6 CRIME REPORT & POLICING UPDATE:
e Sutton Road. Friday 18 July around 16.33 — somebody damaged a Mercedes which was
parked on the road.
e Otham Street. Between23.45 on Saturday 9 August and 23.59 on Tuesday 13 August
somebody stole hanging baskets from a residential garden.

7 APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 JULY 2025
RESOLVED: The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of proceedings & were
duly signed by Councillor Hipkins

8 RECEIVE REPORTS FROM BOROUGH COUNCILLORS: Not available.

9 RECEIVE COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: Not available.

Minutes 08.09.25 Signed:
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10
10.1

10.2

10.3

11.

VILLAGE GREEN:
War Memorial Update/Consider Quotation re Subsidence of Wall: Replacement repointing
has been completed at the base of the War Memorial, and the two large ragstones have been
replaced in the surrounding wall.
An additional quotation was reviewed, proposing that the wall be brought up to the same
standard as the Memorial itself. However, following discussion, it was agreed to seek a
further quotation to address the issue of subsidence. ACTION: Clerk
Consider Handrail Quotation: It was RESOLVED to accept the quotation from Moss
Fabrications for £650, subject to the additional cost to powder coat the handrail green does
not exceeding £200. ACTION: Clerk
Ongoing Maintenance of Play Equipment/Jet Washing. Clerk to seek quotations for
playground maintenance and jet washing. The Clerk has been unable to arrange a meeting
with Paul Beaney due to his personal circumstances.
Cllr Hickmott also offered to provide a quotation for jet washing from one of his contacts.
ACTION: Clerk/Clir Hickmott

FINANCE:
11.1 Approve Statement of Account:

OTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

UNITY BANK ACCOUNTS NATWEST
6-Month 95 Day
Current Acct Inst Access T Acct
Balance b/f 30/06/25 10,288.49 217,857.85 117,000.00 85,602.17
Expenses: Name
Staffing Costs (June) 1,592.50
McVeight Parker (BWRCG) 2880.36
Staffing Costs (July) 973.49
KALC - Training 6.00
Service Charge - July 6.00
Malling Masonry 4,416.00
Staffing Costs (Aug) 1,092.70
KALC - Training 264.00
Service Charge - August 6.00
Total expenditure: 11,237.05
Receipts:
HMRC - VAT Refund 11,186.57
Total Receipts 11,186.57
Interest N/A
Total £
Balance c/f 10,238.01 217,857.85 117,000.00 85,602.17 Funds: 430,698.03
Bank Statements: 10,238.01 217,857.85 117,000.00 85,602.17 430,698.03
Minutes 08.09.25 Signed:
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11.2

11.3

114

11.5

12

13

Breakdown of above funds

CIL Funding: 339,715.55

Parish Council Reserves 90,982.48

£ 430,698.03

RESOLVED: Approval proposed by Clir Hipkins, seconded Clir Moon and unanimously
agreed.
Consider Adoption of Financial Regulations: Financial Committee to review and report
back to the next full council meeting.
Review of Current/Instant Access Saver & 6 Month Fixed Term Accounts: It was
RESOLVED to open a new six-month fixed rate account.
Consider request from Otham Village Hall: Donation for Gazebo: In accordance with LGA
S144, it was proposed, second and RESOLVED to grant a donation in the sum of £119.95.
It was noted that the gazebo will be available for use at events Parish Council events.
Other Matters to Report: No further matters to report.

LINTON PARK CRICKET CLUB LICENSING APPLICATION FOR RUMWOOD CRICKET GROUND.
Review of Determination Notice. The hearing was attended by ClIr Chard and the Clerk.
The Licence was approved with clauses specific to the prevention of public nuisance:

‘The sub-committee had regard to all the written submissions and the further oral
submissions made at the hearing with regard to this licensing objective. In particular, the
applicant set out that the predominant use of the clubhouse would be ancillary to its
primary use as a venue for cricket and to support matches and some socialising around
games, on match days. It was suggested as a condition that events that were not ancillary
to cricket might be limited to Friday and Saturdays. The applicant was happy to accept this
condition. It was further suggested that the hours should be limited to 10.00 PM as there
was a perception that later hours may lead to a nuisance. However, the applicant was not
happy to accept this, as games may finish as late as 9.00 PM during the high summer
months. The sub-committee determined that there was no evidence at the present time that
the hours proposed would cause a nuisance and therefore could not justify limiting the
hours at the present time. However, the sub-committee felt that the proposed and accepted
condition to limit non-cricket ‘events’ to Fridays and Saturdays was a necessary and
appropriate condition to prevent public nuisance and added this as a condition to the
licence.

CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED/GRANTED:

To consider and resolve the council’s response to planning applications listed below and any
additional applications advised by Maidstone Borough Council and are available on their website
between the circulation of the agenda and the meeting to which it pertains.

New Applications

25/503213/FULL - Bicknor Farm, Sutton Road

Section 73 - Application for minor material amendment to approved plans condition 1 (to
allow change of screen wall to a close boarded fence).

The Parish Council does not support the proposed amendment and has formally objected to
the proposal.

Minutes 08.09.25 Signed:
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14

15

16
17

18

19

25/503097/FULL - Buglehorn Farm Stoneacre
Erection of an annexe for ancillary use to the main dwellinghouse including 4no. rooflights.
Awaiting a decision

25/503448/FULL - Land South of Sutton Road, Langley.
Section 73 — Application for variation of conditions.

The Parish Council does not wish to object.

Awaiting a decision.

Applications Approved

25/502089/FULL - The Nest White Horse Lane
25/501998/FULL — Offaly, White Horse Lane.

Consider Review: Otham Neighbourhood Plan. ClIr Hickmott volunteered to head up a
review of required updates and report back. ACTION: Clir Hickmott

Maidstone Borough Council 5 Year Housing Supply.
ClIr Hipkins to review the above and write to MBC to express concerns about the Borough’s
housing shortfall. ACTION: Clir Hipkins

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN.
° Update re Flooding/Blocked gullies in White Horse Lane/Honey Lane - See Item 5
° Gateway Request & Signage for The Coppice & Monchelsea Park — See Item 5

HEDGES UPDATE: All councillors/residents are encouraged to report issues to Kent Highways
online:www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-
pavement

RECEIVE REPORT OF MEETINGS AND SEMINARS ATTENDED: Not applicable.

CIL PROJECTS:
17.1 Projects Update:
The Book Swop /Cabinet has been completed and is sited outside the Village Hall.
Interpretation Board. A completion date of 15 October has been agreed.
Suggestions for Future Projects: Cllr Hickmott to obtain quotes for solar panels and liaise
with Mrs Day/the Village Hall. ACTION: Clir Hickmott
Purchase of Land — Clir Hipkins is continuing with his investigations.

ACTION: Clir Hipkins
REVIEW OF DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING: The training was very well received, with ten
residents in attendance. Mr Fincham was thanked for his time and effort in delivering the
session. While there are currently no plans to repeat the exercise, this can be reviewed if
there is sufficient interest.

CONSIDER CHRISTMAS EVENT: ClIr Hipkins to make contact with the Village Hall to
determine if they are organising an event. ACTION: Clir Hipkins

Minutes 08.09.25 Signed:
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20 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED: Various correspondence circulated by email for
consideration.

e Parish Conference — Monday, 10 November at Maidstone Town Hall.
21 FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION: Hedges.

Please contact the Clerk if you have items that you wish to be considered for the agenda.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday, 10 November at 19.45 hrs in the Village Hall.

Minutes 08.09.25 Signed:
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